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Pacific Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)

Coalition addressing sanitation in the region

nember of the global
r Supply and Sanitation
Collaborative Council
(WSSCQ). the Pacific Is-
lands Applied Geoscience
Commission (SOPAC) has
mcvb\hced partners in the re-
gion to coordinate activities
in the Pacific on water sup-
_“‘. sanitation and hygiene
ASH) and e<nbh<hed the

ic WASH Coalition

Pz»:l

The Intemational Year 6f
Sanitation 2008. creates an

en a wide range of re-
gional and  international
ies to improve delivery
ter supply, sanitation
and hygiene activities. Pari-
ners in the Coalition include
the Foundation of the Peo-
ples of the South Pacific In-
l"manoml (FSPI), the Fiji

Medicine
i ¢ and Leam
ironmental  Education
. the World Health
anization (WHO). the
United Nations Children’s
4 (UNICEF) and the In-
nal Federation of
Cross (IFRC). Increas-
interest in water and
support pm\ ided to

,ngu'" Sntery cn\mn: and it
increasingly im-
10 ensure that work
d out on this area is
ordinated in order io

e Water Man
1t and is building on on-
oing work programues and
ivities in Pacific island
countries
Below are profiles of
participating organisations
and how they are contribut-
ing towards sustainable de-
velopment and some actions
that have been taken or will
be under taken in the areas
of water and sanitation:
Live and Learn Envi-
ronmental Education
(LLEE) is a non-profit, non-
governmental organisation
which promotes greater un-
derstanding and action to-
ward human and
environmental sustainability
through education and dia-
logue building. Live and
Leamn Fiji worked with
SOPAC to develop school

lets clean at all times.

Governance, Coastal Re-
source Management and In-
novative Rural Development
Initiatives.

The International Fed-
eration of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies
(IFRC) are the world’s
largest humanitarian organi-
zation. with 186 member
National Societies. All their
work is guided by seven fun-
damental principles; human-
ity, impartiality, neutrality,
independence, voluntary
service, unity and universal-
ity. The Solomon Islands
Red Cross is currently being
supported by the Federation
and sister national societies

and y

material for World Water
Day for the Pacific region
and delivers educational
projects with a focus often
on water.

Foundation of the Peo-
ples of the South Pacific
international (FSPI) is a
network of South Pacific is-
land non-governmental or-
ganisations and overseas
affiliates working in partner-
ship across the South Pa-
cific. The main functions of
the FSPI Secretariat is 1o co-
ordinate the planning and
design of regional develop-
based on the
needs identified by the meni-
bers and their constituencies
and (o respond to issues al a
regional level by advocating
for impact and change re-
flecting the identified needs

FSPI currently works in
five areas which are Health,
Disaster Risk Management,

in water and san-
uauon provision damaged
during the tsunami of April
Jast year. Also during the re-
cent response to Tropical
Cyclone Guba, the Papua
New Guinea Red Cross was
supported by Australian Red
Cross in supplying the local
hospital with an emergency
safe water supply. The na-
Jional societies of the Pacific
are  currently

it is always essential to keep

policy options, providing
technical support to coun-
tries and monitoring and as-
sessing health trends. WHO
in partnership with SOPAC
and New Zealand Ministry
of Health is currently imple-
menting regional initiatives
to improve drinking water
safety and quality for Pacific
Island Communities.

The Fiji School of Med-
icine (FSMed) is a Tertiary
Health Institution striving
towards Excellence in Train-
ing and Education of Health
Professionals in the South
Pacific. Fiji School of Med-
icine train health and med-
ical students both at
undergraduate and postgrad-
uate level on the importance
of water and sanitation in the

tance of water and sanitation
in the health sector and will
continue to actively involve
in the training and rescarch
activities in future.

United Nations Chil-
dren Fund (UNICEF) is on
the ground in over 150 coun-
tries and temmitories to help
children survive and thrive,
from early  childhood
through adolescence. As the
world’s largest provider of
vaccines for developing
countries, UNICEF supports
child health and nutrition,
good water and sanitation,
quality basic education for
all boys and girls. and the
protection of children from
violence, exploitation, and
AIDS

Lack of proper sanita-

o
diseases. This is offered in
a number of courses for Pub-

tion contributes to the deaths
of thousands of women and
children every day from

TOPET sanitary and h\ giene
facilities in the Western and
Choiseul Province. Sanitary

placed people, water purifi-
cation tablets, bathing soaps,
water containers and water
pumps were provided by
UNICEF during the tsunami
Tecovery

phase.

. UNICEF plans to
vork with relevant Min-
istries and partners to pro-
vide for proper sanitary and
hygiene facilities in schiools.
Clean water, proper sanita-
tion and hygiene are linked
in many ways to people’s
o o A

support to country counter-
parts in the field of water 7
sources management, W
services and water gove
nance. The water sector pro-
gramme has established 2
multi-year programme with
other partners funded by a
variety of domor orgamisa-
tions including amongst oth-
ers AusAID, NZAID, ADB,
BU, TaiwaryROC and Japan.

The water sector is cur-
rently implementing re-
Elonal programmes covering
commur pamclpauon
gender, wastewater and sar
itation. awareress, water r=-
sources assessment and
water quality

development in general. Itis
an important input not just
for Target 10 of Millennium
Development Goal 7, which
is to halve, by 2015, the pro-
portion of people without

lic Health p and
Medical programmes
throughout the six years of
training. These courses are
mainly community based
where students conduct

d

P
plans that will expand their
activities in water and sani-
tation in several countries
during the next two years.
World Health Organi-
zation (WHQ) is the direct-
ing and  coordinating
authority for health within
the United Nations system.
It is responsible for provid-
ing leadership on global
health matters, shaping the
health research agenda, set-
ting norms and standards, ar-
ticulating ~ evidence-based

an
look at a number of health
issues that contribute to ill
health including water qual-
ity for drinking and bathing
and sanitation ar

Jargely preventable causes,
including diarthoeal dis-
eases. Though more than 1.2
billion people worldwide
have gained access to im-
proved sanitation between
1990 and 2004, an estimated
2.6 billion people — includ-
ing 980 million children —
have yet to be reached.

This is one of the single

in various communities. Re-
search students doing Public
Health research have in the
past conducted a number of
studies to look at the rela-
tionship between water and
sanitation to a number of
communicable diseases.

Fiji School of Medicine
fully recognizes the impor-

biggest chal-
lenges facing the world
today. In emergencies we
provide urgent relief to com~
munities and nations threat-
ened by disrupted water
supplies and disease. Since
the April 2007 tsunami in
Solomon Islands, UNICEF
has been and continues to
work with partners to pro-

access to safe
drinking water and basic
sanitation but for all of the

monitoring. water demand
management, water safety
planning  and  integrated
water resources managi-
ment and has "urr'-mls §
staff members.

Some achicyements of
the Coalition includ

Development
Goals

Through strategic coor-
dination within country pro-
grammes UNICEF can make
significant contributions to
the health and environment
objectives of the Millen-
nium Agenda.

SOPAC is the Pacific l&-
lands Applied

a Pacific
WASH propesal to Water
Supply and Sanitation C
laborative Council
(WSSCC) to upscale work
in the area of water and san-
itation especially on adve-
cacy and media camp:
For 2008, WASH campa

will be carried out in Tonga

and Tuvalu.

Commission. SOPAC is an
inter-governmental, regional
organisation providing sup-
port to Pacific member
countries in the field of geo-
sciences Under its Commu-
nity Lifelines Programme,
SOPAC provides technical

nformatio >
and better collabo
already begun
cific island countr

Joint activiti

the Coalition are foreseen.



